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1. INTRODUCTION 
A personal bibliography in natural sciences is a 

succinct document of a scientist´s professional life, of 
his interests, thoughts, and projects he considered 
important to explore or newly explain in a particular 
time period. In every original paper we have ever 
written and published, there is a story. Typically, the 
stories in geological or similarly directed papers are 
connected with a description of the landscape, of the 
locations of the sample collection, of the preparation 
of the material studied, and of the methods used; the 
paper´s objective is pointed out, the results are 
presented as an observation or data of varied 
importance, ideally captured in numbers and 
expressed in a graphic form, always followed by an
interpretation and discussion, together with a final 
summary of the results, and completed with 
references. Sometimes, we may express our gratitude 
to the remarkable individuals who provided assistance 
to us in the field or laboratory, or who displayed a 
special interest in the topic studied.  I truly enjoy 
remembering my superb coworkers and coauthors and 
the goal-oriented individuals in need of a solution to 
an applied research topic, all of whom I am thankful 
to have been destined to meet. I consider myself 
exceptionally fortunate to have been invited to 
collaborate with reputable scientific institutions 
abroad.  Their names and research projects in which I 
participated can also be found in my bibliography. 

Synthetic papers as well as books, textbooks or
manuals in a bibliography are usually richer in 
citations. I consider a careful and responsible 
approach to the study and compilation of references in 
each publication just as important as experimental 
work itself. That is of particular significance in 
synthetic monographs, the concept of which is 
different from that of original research published. 
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about the author´s professional focus. To this day, no 
one has come up with a better or more appropriate 
method.  Moreover, personal bibliography also 
enables its author to self-critically reflect on any phase 
of his or her life. 

The world of scientists, as well as of other 
creative professionals, is marked not only by friendly 
collaboration, understanding, and mutual support, but 
also by competitiveness and rivalry. At times it is 
healthy, but often times petty. It has been a long time 
since I first read that almost all scientific institutions 
of the world adopted an uncompromising 
slogan,"publish or perish". I have never been quite 
able to accept this aggressive modus operandi. My 
reaction to these relentless words back then was the 
friendly paraphrase, "publish for pleasure", which I 
had come up with and for many years kept visibly 
displayed on my desk. It better reflected my beliefs 
and the spirit, in which I led my life. Generally, a 
forced quantity in science, or any other human 
activity, may lower the quality of the work. Towards 
the end of my life´s journey, my bibliography even 
though also inevitably corroded by time, has become 
an integral part of my life. It is also a testimonial of 
my service to science, industrial practice, and 
pedagogy at Charles University as well as at other 
universities, at which I had an opportunity to assist. 
Personal bibliography is one of those valuable entities 
that give meaning and validation to one´s life. 
 
 


